
 
 
The Textile Museum’s Activity Gallery offers hands-on 
activities and learning experiences for visitors of all ages. 
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THE TEXTILE MUSEUM’S ACTIVITY GALLERY  
CLOSED DEC. 8-25, 2009 FOR REFURBISHMENT  

 
December 8, 2009, Washington, D.C. — The Textile 
Museum’s Activity Gallery will be closed December 8-25, 
2009 for refurbishment. Located on the museum’s second 
level, the Activity Gallery was created in 1997 to educate 
visitors unfamiliar with textiles about how they are made 
and the ways in which cultural traditions, the environment 
and even the economy influence the character of handmade 
textiles.  

In the Activity Gallery, visitors are encouraged to learn by 
touching, looking and doing. Touchable textiles ranging 
from a pile carpet to bark cloth illustrate the structures, 
techniques and processes used to create traditional textiles. 
Samples of fibers in various stages of processing (from silk 
worm cocoons to silk thread) and examples of dyestuffs 
(including crushed bugs!) are used to explain how natural 
fibers are prepared for weaving and how color has been imparted to fiber for thousands of years.  

The refurbishment is intended to update the Activity Gallery and create a more flexible space 
that can accommodate exhibit-related hands-on activities for school groups and visiting families. 
“Through the generous support of a private donor, we are able to make changes in the Activity 
Gallery that will better serve our youth and family audiences,” explains Tom Goehner, the 
museum’s curator of education. “We plan to move the kiosks in the center of the gallery to the 
perimeters, and then add tables for hands-on projects and textile making.” This the first phase of 
the gallery refurbishment; the long-term goals are to incorporate an introductory video about the 
textile arts and additional computers, creating links between technology of the 21st century and 
handmade textile traditions stemming back thousands of years. 

For more information about The Textile Museum’s Activity Gallery, please visit 
www.textilemuseum.org or call (202) 667-0441.  

About The Textile Museum  
Established in 1925 by George Hewitt Myers, The Textile Museum is an international center for 
the exhibition, study, collection and preservation of the textile arts. The Museum explores the 
role that textiles play in the daily and ceremonial life of individuals the world over. Special 
attention is given to textiles of the Near East, Asia, Africa and the indigenous cultures of the 
Americas. The Museum also presents exhibitions of historical and contemporary quilts, and fiber N
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art. With a collection of more than 18,000 textiles and rugs, The Textile Museum is a unique and 
valuable resource for people locally, nationally and internationally.   
 
The Textile Museum is located at 2320 ‘S’ Street, NW in Washington, D.C. The Museum is 
open Tuesday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is free 
with a suggested donation of $5 for non-members. For more information, call (202) 667-0441 or 
visit www.textilemuseum.org. 
 
For more information or images, please contact Cyndi Bohlin at (202) 667-0441, ext. 78, or by 
e-mail at cbohlin@textilemuseum.org or visit www.textilemuseum.org/about/pressroom.htm.  


