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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 23, 2009
Contact: Cyndi Bohlin, Communications & Marketing Manager
(202) 667-0441, ext.78 or cbohlin@textilemuseum.org

FABRICS OF FEATHERS AND STEEL: THE INNOVATION OF NUNO
ON VIEW AT THE TEXTILE MUSEUM THIS FALL

September 23, Washington, D.C. – The Textile Museum will present Fabrics of Feathers and Steel: 
The Innovation of Nuno, October 17, 2009 – April 11, 2010 to complement the couture designs on 
display in the concurrent exhibition Contemporary Japanese Fashion: The Mary Baskett Collection. 
Nuno (meaning “functional fabric” in Japanese) integrates traditional techniques and aesthetics with 
cutting-edge technologies to create some of the world’s most innovative and influential fabrics. Made 
out of materials as varied as steel, bamboo and bird feathers, Nuno textiles provide the starting point for 
fashion designers and are housed in museum collections around the world. 

The Nuno Studio

The international success of Japanese fashion designers owes much to the 
talented textile designers and manufacturers who enable their creative 
visions. Japan maintains a particularly rich textile tradition, and in recent 
decades has emerged as the world’s leading producer of technologically 
advanced fabrics. Founded by Junichi Arai and Reiko Sudo in 1984, Nuno 
has been under the direction of Sudo since 1987 and has developed from 
selling traditional Japanese textiles to applying handmade techniques in 
innovative ways. Following the mantra “Why Knot?,” Nuno experiments 
with an eclectic array of materials, as well as unorthodox finishing methods, 
such as burnishing, burning and chemical dissolving to produce their 
fabrics. Everyday materials such as steel and cotton are transformed by hand 
and machine into ethereal and compelling textiles that are renowned around 
the world. Deftly interweaving the traditional and the experimental, hand 
production and machine-made, Nuno creates beautiful and often 
conceptually witty fabrics that reassert the rich artistic potential of 

			           the textile medium. 

About the Exhibition

The exhibition at The Textile Museum will feature 18 examples from the Nuno studio, dating from the 
time of the company’s founding in 1984 to the present day.  The fabrics will be hung in galleries adja-
cent to the showing of Contemporary Japanese Fashion: The Mary Baskett Collection, inviting visitors 
to experience the design process from start to finish – from structure to style. “In contrast to their 

Stained Glass, Reiko Sudo and 
Sayuri Shimoda, 1998. 
70% polyester, 30% cotton. 
Courtesy of Nuno Corporation.
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Western counterparts, Japanese designers usually begin with the fabric, or even the thread, as the starting point 
in their design process. Innovative textile technolgies such as those pioneered by Nuno have been pivotal in 
creating the distinctive forms characteristic of Japanese fashion, so these two exhibitions complement each 
other in an exciting and very meaningful way,” says Lee Talbot, associate curator for Eastern Hemisphere
 Collections at The Textile Museum. Maryclaire Ramsey, CEO of The Textile Museum says, “We are excited to 
be opening these two exhibitions this fall – and feel they are both relevant in a city with a growing high-fashion 
scene and a strong international presence.” The Textile Museum Fall Symposium, “From Kimono to Couture: 
The Evolution of Japanese Fashion,” October 16 to 19, 2009, will continue on themes from both shows and will 
feature lectures by leading scholars in the fashion field from around the country. 

About The Textile Museum

Established in 1925 by George Hewitt Myers, The Textile Museum is an international center for the exhibition, 
study, collection and preservation of the textile arts. The Museum explores the role that textiles play in the daily 
and ceremonial life of individuals the world over. Special attention is given to textiles of the Near East, Asia, 
Africa and the indigenous cultures of the Americas. The Museum also presents exhibitions of historical and 
contemporary quilts, and fiber art. With a collection of more than 18,000 textiles and rugs, The Textile Museum 
is a unique and valuable resource for people locally, nationally and internationally. The Textile Museum is 
located at 2320 ‘S’ Street, NW in Washington, D.C. The Museum is open Tuesday through Saturday 10 am to 
5 pm and Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm. Admission is free with a suggested donation of $5 for non-members. For more 
information, call (202) 667-0441 or visit www.textilemuseum.org.

For more information or images, please contact Cyndi Bohlin at (202) 667-0441, ext. 78, or by e-mail at 
cbohlin@textilemuseum.org or visit www.textilmuseum.org/about/pressroom.htm.


